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This summary of higher educational programs which are relatively uncommon within
the 15 Southern Regional Education Board states is based on an OE report on
earned degrees conferred in 1963-64. Attention is focused on programs that are
interesting by virtue of their scarcity, either in content or in terms of their position in
an institution curriculum. Uncommon® programs usually refers to those having a
discrete character, often fairly expensive to operate, and for which a limited but
steady demand exists. The data is presented in 3 table divided into columns indicating:
Field and USOE Code, Degree Level, Southern Institutions Awarding Degree in 1963-64,
Number of Degrees Awarded, and Remarks. The compilation is useful in that it can
point out possible areas for interinstitutional cooperation. It also provides guidance
personnel with more comprehensive information for advising students. And third,
institutions now offering these programs can note variations of the same courses
being offered by other regional universities, and can thereby, if they wish, go on to
_investigate the usefulness of differently designed programs. (JS)
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INTRODUCTION

The table which follows provides data for the identification of higher
educational programs that are relatively uncommon within the 15 SREB states.
It is a supplement to the SREB report, Academic Degrees Awarded in the
Southern States 1963-64. That report provides a count, for each of the 15
states within the SREB area, of degrees awarded, by academic field, degree
level, and control of institution, as well as appropriate state and regionzl
summary tables. Both publications are based on the same data which appear
in the U. S. Office of Education report on earned degrees conferred in

1963-64,1

The tables in Academic Degrees Awarded in the Southern States 196§:§h
were designed, among other uses, to aid higher educational administrotors
and curriculum planners in identifying programs that are, for one reason or
another, uncommon in the SREB area. The present compilation is a summary
of the data on those academic fields in which degrees were awarded at only
one, two, or three Southern institutions in 1963-6k. It should, therefore,
focus attention even more sharply on programs which are interesting by
virtue of their scarcity, either in content or in terms of their mosition

in the curriculum of an institution.

A few words of explanation regarding these "uncommon programs" are
indicated. First, only those programs are enumerated in which degrees wvere
actually awarded in 1963-64. Subject fields not offered by any institution
in the SREB states are necessarily omitted. Institutions which may offer a
program in a given subject at a given level but did not award a degree in
that field and at that level in 1963-6l4 are not listed. All departments
offering a given program do not necessarily produce degrees every year, and
of cogrsghthere may be emerging programs which had not yet awarded a degree
in 1963-64.

Second, as was stated in the introduction to Academic Degrees Awarded
in the Southern States 1963-64, "caution regarding the concept 'uncommon
programs' is in order. The uncommon programs which regional educators
usvally are concerned to identify are programs of a discrete character,
often fairly expensive to offer, for which a limited but steady demand exists.
What appears as an uncormon program in this listing may sometimes prove to
be a program offered by a department which adheres to an unusual title, or
a program which is not generally offered at that level by conventionally
organized institutions, or which appears uncommon for some other incidental
reason,"

1u.s. office of Education, Earned Degrees Conferred 1963-64, Bachelor's
and Higher Degrees (Washington: U. S. Govermment Printing Office, 1966).




Third, the rapid expansion of knowledge and consequent proliferation
of fields results in the designation of numerous degrees under the
heading "not elsewhere classified.” Identification of such programs would
require communication with the respective departments within institutions.

Tn addition to aiding curriculum planning, this compilation may prove
useful in other ways. TFor example, it may point out possible areas for
interinstitutional or interstate arrangements of one sort or another.
Guidance personnel and the students they serve might also find this table
of some value in the making of educational plans and decisions. Likewise,
institutions now offering given programs may wish to note variations in
level or classification of such programs at other institutions with a view
to exploring the reasons for and the usefulness of these variations. Such
investigation of causes and explanations is outside the scope of this
compilation.

The table is arranged in the following columns:

Field and USOE Code. Names of major divisions of study under which
subject fields are classified are listed at the beginning of each
division. The USOE identifying numerical code is enclosed in
parentheses. Subject fields are listed in the numerical order of
their USOE code. The USOE schedule of fields and codes is re-
produced in the SREB report Academic Degrees Awarded in the
Southern States, 1963-6lk. -

Degree lLevel. The level of the uncommon program is indicated by
one of the following terms?! Doctor's, Master's, 5-Year lst Prof.,
and 4-Year Bachelor's. Such degrees as the M.D. and D.D.S. are
classified under "Five-or-more-year First Professional Degree,”
rather than under "Doctor's." Two year programs, and any other
programs for which degrees other than those listed above are
awarded, do not appear in this table. If a subject field is listed
at more than one degree level, the highest degree is given first.

Southern Institutions Awarding Degree in 1963-64%. The term
TSouthern Institutions' refers to aigher educational institutions
within one of the 15 SREB states. U. S. military institutions of
higher education located geographically within the SREB area are
not included in this report.

Number of Degrees Awarded. The number of individuals who earned 2
degree at each institution, in the field and at the level listed,

in 1963-6k4.

Remarks. Ordinarily, if ten or fewer institutions in the U. Se,
in addition to those Southern institutions listed, granted a degree

iv




in the field at a particular level, the nunber of such institutions
conferring the degree is given in a cormment. This should aid in
jdentifying programs which are unusual at a given level for the
United States as well as the South. The exception to this is in
the case of programs that are rare at a given level but are common
subject fields (e.g. 5-year first professional degree in general
biology). In such cases, a comment is made if there are 20 or
fewer institutions, other than those noted, that awarded the degree
in the United States.

If the Guide to Graduate Study, third edition, (G.G.S.) lists
institutions in the SREB states as offering a doctorate program,
but these institutions did not award a doctorate degree in that
field in 1963-6l, mention of the G.G.S. listings is made in the
"Remarks" columm. If there appears to be possible overlap of two
or more subject field listings, Cross references ares made. TWhere
there is more than one remark for an item, the order of such
remarks is, 1) number of institutions conferring degree, 2) G.G.S.
1istings, 3) cross references, and 4) other remarks.

The research staff of SREB will welcone having brought to its attention
oriissions and errors in the compilation of 1963-6l degree data, as well as
suggestions concerning procedure vhich might be followed in future efforts
to focus upon the uncormon programs of Southern institutions.
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